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FORWARD 

The Recreational and Light Commercial Marine Industry is a significant contributor to Regional, State and 

National economies.  Queensland is at the forefront of the industry in Australia. 

This report is the first of what will be an annual report on the size and performance of the industry in 

Queensland.  It will compare growth with other States of Australia as well as take an in-depth look as the 

various sectors that make up this vibrant industry. 

It is intended that the scope and content of this report will evolve and be refined.  The aim of the report is to 
provide practical insights into the operation and development of the industry within this State.  In the 2008 
Marine Queensland Strategic Plan we sought to signal a number of major shifts in emphasis which will 
facilitate the achievement of the following visions for the Queensland Leisure Marine Industry.  These include: 

ω Enhanced awareness of the economic, social and environmental significance of the leisure marine industry 
across all levels of government; 

ω 5ŜƳŀƴŘ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ and infrastructure development and investment attraction; 

ω ¢ƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ŀƴ increasing leadership role in galvanising the influence of industry across the 
State.   

Marine Queensland welcomes any feedback you may have on this report or future research priorities.  A fax 
back sheet has been included in the report for this purpose. 

Marine Queensland is the Peak Industry Association for the Marine Industry. It encompasses: 

 Marine Brokers; 

 Manufacturers; 

 Marina developers and operators; 

 Marine Surveyors; 

 Charter Boat operators; 

 Queensland Small Craft Council; 

 Retailers and Marine Dealers; 

 Boat syndicators; 

 Marine educators and Licensors; 

 Finance and Insurance providers; 

 Moreton Bay Access Alliance; 

 Recruitment and workforce development providers. 

I commend the 2008 Industry report to you. 

 

Barry Jenkins ς President 
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QUEENSLANDΩ{ RECREATIONAL MARINE INDUSTRY: 
NOVEMBER 2008 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Lƴ aŀǊŎƘ нллуΣ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ нмΦо ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΣ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ мΦс҈ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ȅŜŀǊΦ hŦ 

ǘƘŀǘΣ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ пΦо ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΣ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ нΦн҈ for the year; the second fastest rate of 

growth behind Western Australia. Across the whole state, the median net worth of households in 2005-06 was 

$356 thousand and the mean weekly income was $1,357. The principal source of income for 63.4% of 

households at that time was wages and salaries. Of note was the comparatively high concentration in the 

central north and north-western corner of the State. Peak weekly earnings occurred between 35 and 54 years 

of age (ABS, 2007b). 

In June 2008, there were and estimated 779.1 thousand registered recreational Marine vessels in Australia. As 

not all boats require registration, the number of recreational vessels may be much higher. Apart from South 

Australia and Tasmania, all states recorded steady growth in number of vessel registrations each year between 

June 2004 and June 2008. The average annual rate of growth in vessel registrations was 3.6% Australia-wide. 

The average annual rate in Queensland was 4.9%. Of the total number of registered recreational vessels in 

Australia, 28.6% had been registered in Queensland. In September 2008, 61.5% of recreational boat 

ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǎƻǳth eastern corner. The median size for registered 

recreational vessels in Queensland was in the range of 4.1 meters to 4.5 metres. Ninety-four percent were 

eight meters or less in length at that time. 

Recreational marine infrastructure in Queensland is provided by a mix of local government authorities, 

Queensland Transport and private developers and managed by Queensland Transport and local authorities. 

Queensland Transport provides funding for facilities such as boat ramps and pontoons and managing local 

government and port authorities carry responsibility for providing land-based infrastructure, such as car parks. 

Local managing authorities are responsible for funding and maintaining ancillary facilities, such as car and 

trailer parking, lighting and amenities blocks, general day-to-day maintenance of the water-based facility, such 

as boat ramps, limiting usage of facilities to genuine recreational boaties and to authorised users and 

maintaining the public marine facilities in good condition. Key challenges regarding future infrastructure 

planning include demand outstripping funding for new infrastructure projects, infrastructure cost escalations, 

ageing assets requiring increased levels of maintenance and demanding environmental approval processes 

often requiring extended periods for approvals to materialise. In response, the creation of a marine 

infrastructure fund was announced in the 2008 State Budget. The fund will be sourced from a levy on vessel 

registrations in 2008-2009. Queensland Treasury estimates that approximately $7 million will be raised from 

the levy in that year. 

There appears to be capacity for investment in the marina sector in Queensland, Victoria, Western Australia 

and South Australia and the Queensland Government has also initiated a strategy aimed at developing the 

Super-yacht segment within the Queensland industry. The themes of this strategy include marketing, 

ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ capacity and capability, improving regulatory outcomes and developing suitable 

marine infrastructure. 

Key challenges facing the Queensland and Australian recreational marine industry in November 2008 include 

worldwide economic uncertainty causing low levels of consumer confidence and reduced levels of demand, 

withdrawal of financiers from floor plan finance and banks being less willing to lend, increased instability of the 

Australian dollar, unstable equity markets, reducing property values leading to reduced asset support for 
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personal and business loans, infrastructure shortages restricting future growth, increasing unemployment, 

reduced levels of consumer disposable income and loss of skilled labour due to economic downturn. 

Despite global economic uncertainty, a number of opportunities exist for the industry and for those marine 

businesses with capability and capacity. Those opportunities include a comparatively low Australian dollar 

leading to increased international competitiveness for Australian exporters, a high US dollar increasing 

competitiveness of local marine boat and component manufacturers and their retailers, industry restructure 

and consolidation with a focus on increasing efficiency and developing technological advantage, reducing 

interest rates in Australia and overseas with consequential reductions in current interest burdens for those 

with debt, infrastructure development and investment aimed to protect employment and prepare for future 

industry growth and oǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ άŘŜǇǘƘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ōȅ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ 

intellectual property into overseas markets. Future research to develop a clear profile of recreational boat 

owners and their boating activities has been recommended. 
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DEMOGRAPHY 

POPULATION DISTRIBUTION 

On 31
st

 March 2008, !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ estimated population was 21.3 million, an increase of 1.6% over the prior year. 

hŦ ǘƘŀǘΣ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ пΦо Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ, an increase of 2.2% for the year; the second fastest rate of 

growth behind Western Australia (2.6%). At that time, vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 20% of the National 

population and Queensland was the third largest state behind NSW (6.9 million; 32.6%) and Victoria (5.3 

million; 24.8%) (ABS, 2008a). CƛƎǳǊŜ м ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ in August 2006. 

 

Figure 1: Population density (ABS, 2007c). 
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WEALTH DISTRIBUTION 

Figure 2 (ABS, 2007a) shows the geographic distribution of high wealth households (>$2,500 gross income per 

week) throughout Queensland. Of note is the comparatively high concentration in the central north and north-

western corner of the state. Across the whole state, the median net worth of households in 2005-06 was $356 

thousand and the mean weekly income was $1,357 (median=$1,139). The principal source of income for 63.4% 

of households at that time was wages and salaries. For another 23.8%, it was government pensions and 

allowances. Mean net household worth was $499.5 thousand in June 2006. Peak weekly earnings occurred 

between 35 and 54 years of age (ABS, 2007b). 

 

Figure 2: Percentage of high wealth households (>$2,500 pw gross) in Queensland by Statistical Division (ABS, 2007a). 
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INDUSTRY STRUCTURE 

INDUSTRY SIZE AND PERFORMANCE 

EDMA (EMDA, 2007) estimated that in 2005-06 the total Recreational Boating Industry within Australia 

generated direct industry revenue of $7.8 billion nationally, including annual exports of $934 million. Overall, 

EDMA estimated, the Australian Recreational Boating Industry employed 28 thousand full-time, part-time and 

casual employees in 2005 (EMDA, 2007).  

Marine equipment is covered by ANZSIC code 4245, which includes boats and their accessories, boat trailers 

and jet skis. The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS, 2008b) reported that total income for retailers of Marine 

equipment in Australia in 2005-06 was $1.7 billion and the retail segment employed 4,039 persons at that 

time. In that same year, total expenses for retailers of Marine equipment totalled $1.6 billion; 79.7% of which 

was for purchases and 9.1% for wages and salaries (ABS, 2008b). Overall nett income as a percentage of sales 

therefore was 6.6%. 

GROWTH IN VESSEL REGISTRATIONS ACROSS AUSTRALIA 

On 30
th

 June 2008, there was an estimated 779.1 thousand registered recreational marine vessels in Australia. 

It is worthy of note that not all boats require registration, and so the total number of recreational vessels may 

be much higher.  

 

Figure 3: Registered recreational marine vessel registrations in Australia by state from 2004 to 2008. 

CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƛƴ aŀȅ нллуΣ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άΦΦΦ ǘƘŜǊŜ is at least 110,000 boats 

not requiring registrationέ (IBIS, 2008, p. 4) in Australia and the Boating Industries Association of Victoria (BIA-
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Victoria, 2008) estimated that there were 28,500 recreational vessels in the Northern Territory that would be 

required to be registered in other jurisdictions, but for which registration is not required in the Territory. Apart 

from South Australia and Tasmania, all states recorded steady growth in number of vessel registrations each 

year between June 2004 and June 2008.
1
 The average rate of annual growth in vessel registrations was 3.6% 

Australia-wide. Highest annual growth occurred in WA (5.1%) and Queensland (4.9%) over the period.  

GROWTH IN VESSEL REGISTRATIONS IN QUEENSLAND 

Queensland Transport recorded 222,927 registered recreational marine vessels in Queensland on 30
th

 June 

2008; an increase of 4.5% over the prior year. As Figure 4 indicates, the average annual rate of increase in 

registrations in Queensland has been 4.9% since June 2004. Figures 5 to 10 show the number of registrations 

by vessel classification and polynomial trends for each class from April to September 2008. 

 

Figure 4: Polynomial trend of total vessel registrations from June 2004 to June 2008. 

 

                                                                 

1
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Figure 5: Six-month trend 2 of all Qld registered vessels. 

 

Figure 6: Six-month trend of Qld registered vessels with sails. 

 

Figure 7: Six-month trend of Qld registered boats w/out sails. 

                                                                 
2
 Polynomial trend estimates were used for Figures 

5 to 10. 

 

Figure 8: Six-month trend of registered motorboats in Qld. 

 

Figure 9: Six-month trend of registered speedboats in Qld. 

 

Figure 10: Six-ƳƻƴǘƘ ǘǊŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ t²/Ωǎ ƛƴ vƭŘΦ 
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VESSEL SIZE 

The median size for registered recreational vessels in Queensland in September 2008 was in the range of 4.1 to 

4.5 metres. As Figure 11 indicates, 62.5% of registered vessels were up to 4.5 metres long and 37.5% were 

more than 4.5 metres in length. The most common size for registered recreational vessels in the State was 

within the range of 3.01 metres to 4.0 metres (36% of all registered vessels). Least common were vessels up to 

3.0 metres in length (4% of all registered vessels). Ninety-four percent of registered vessels in Queensland 

were eight meters or less in length. 

 

Figure 11: Proportion of registered recreational vessels in Queensland in September 2008 by vessel length. 

GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION OF VESSEL REGISTRATIONS 

Of the total registered recreational marine vessels in Australia on 30
th

 June 2008, 28.6% had been registered in 

Queensland, 27.9% in NSW, 21.4% in Victoria, 11.4% in WA, 7.4% in SA
3
 and 3.3% in Tasmania. In September 

2008, 61.5% of recreational boat registrations in Queensland were located ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ south eastern corner 

in an area bordered by the Sunshine Coast, Ipswich and the Gold Coast. Other centres of significance included 

Mackay (6.5% of all registrations), Townsville (6.3%) and Cairns (5.6%). Approximately eighty percent of all of 

vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ recreational vessel registrations occurred within that area. Figures 12 to 17 show the top fifty 

Local Authorities by vessel class in September 2008. Except for vessels with sails, Gold Coast City had the most 

registrations overall and in each class. 

                                                                 
3
 Trend estimate (linear regression). 
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Figure 12: Top 50 Queensland Local Authorities by total recreational maritime vessel registrations. 

 

Figure 13: Top 50 Queensland Local Authorities by total sailing vessel registrations. 
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Figure 14: Top 50 Queensland Local Authorities by total number of registered vessels with no sales. 

 

Figure 15: Top 50 Queensland Local Authorities by total recreational motorboat registrations. 
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Figure 16: Top 50 Queensland Local Authorities by total speedboat registrations. 

 

Figure 17: Top 50 Queensland Local Authorities by total PWC registrations. 
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SUMMARY OF GOLD COAST RESEARCH 

An April 2008 survey of business owner-operators on the Gold Coast (Blackman & Hurd, 2008) identified a 

total of 657 businesses in the Gold Coast Marine industry at that time. The estimated annual revenue for the 

industry in 2006-07 was $985.5 million and the industry employed an estimated 2,967 full-time equivalent 

(FTE) employees.  

The median age of businesses was eight years. Eighty four percent of Gold Coast Marine businesses surveyed 

were headquartered in Gold Coast City. A small number were located elsewhere in Queensland (6.7%) and 

interstate (5.8%). Four businesses (3.3%) had their head office outside Australia. Approximately one in nine 

Marine businesses operated from a residential address most of the time. Almost six in ten (58.3%) were 

private companies and another 15.0% were sole traders. Other legal structures were partnerships, trusts, 

public companies and a few were subsidiaries of national or multinational companies. Just 2.5% operated 

under a franchise arrangement. Almost one in six businesses was engaged in boat manufacturing and just 

under a quarter were engaged in marine repairs. Other core activities of significance included marine sales, 

boat fittings and marine products. Approximately one in five Gold Coast Marine businesses reported exporting. 

Enterprise objectives of greatest importance were to achieve business stability, high productivity and high 

profits. However, recruitment and training was a significant problem for Gold Coast Marine industry 

businesses. More than half (56.7%) reported having some difficulties with recruiting people with the skills their 

business needed. Key impacts of that included a lack of qualified and experienced workers, high training and 

retraining costs, high staff turnover, more stress and longer hours for existing workers, and loss of revenue 

and/or clients from not being able to take on projects or taking longer to complete projects. 

The study found that, overall, the intensity of rivalry within the Gold Coast Marine industry appeared 

moderate, but may have been bipolar with intensity increasing in line with product value and sales volume and 

for those products open to low cost competition from overseas. Despite that and significant skills shortages, 

overall satisfaction with business achievements was very high and only 2.6% of respondents were not satisfied 

with the performance of their business at that time. However, the current global financial situation is thought 

likely to have had a negative impact on that attitude. 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

PROVISION AND MANAGEMENT OF RECREATIONAL MARINE INFRASTRUCTURE 

Recreational marine infrastructure in Queensland is provided by a mix of local government authorities, 

Queensland Transport and private developers and managed by Queensland Transport and local authorities. 

Queensland Transport provides funding for facilities such as boat ramps and pontoons and managing local 

government and port authorities carry responsibility for providing land-based infrastructure, such as car parks. 

Local managing authorities are responsible for funding and maintaining ancillary facilities, such as car and 

trailer parking, lighting and amenities blocks, general day-to-day maintenance of the water-based facility, such 

as boat ramps, limiting usage of facilities to genuine recreational boaties and to authorised users where five 

tonne load limits are not exceeded, and maintaining the public marine facilities in good condition, to a 

standard appropriate to its use (QT, 2008).  

Specifically, Queensland Transport has responsibility for managing five of the eleven state boat harbours 

throughout Queensland
4
, building new and improved recreational boating facilities, maintaining existing 

                                                                 
4
 Port Douglas harbour by  
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infrastructure in a safe and usable condition, and providing policy and strategic direction for recreational 

boating infrastructure. Queensland Transport also owns and maintains public boating facilities in those eleven 

harbours and is responsible for maintaining the entrance and internal navigation channels to those facilities 

(QT, 2008). 

Currently Queensland Transport owns: 

 270 boat ramps; 

 101 jetties 

 72 channels; 

 35 other infrastructure items (including Gold Coast Seaway, sand bypass system, quarries, harbour 

land and walls; 

 11 boat harbours. 

The net book value of these assets is $290 million. 

Future boat harbour developments that are in the final planning stages include: 

 Urangan - $800 million redevelopment. 

 Snapper Creek ς new marina development proposed for Norman Point at tin Can Bay valued at $30 

million; 

 Bowen ς proposed harbour development worth $500 million. 

Queensland Transport reports that key challenges regarding future infrastructure planning include: 

 Demand outstripping funding for new infrastructure projects; 

 Infrastructure cost escalations; 

 Ageing assets requiring increased levels of maintenance; 

 Demanding environmental approval processes often requiring extended periods for approvals to 

materialise. 

There is an annual two phase process for progressing new recreational marine infrastructure in Queensland. 

The first phase involves developing and prioritising bid proposals at local management authority (local 

government or port authority) level prior to submission to Queensland Transport regional officers for initial 

assessment and prioritisation. The second phase involves further consideration and prioritisation by 

vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘΦ /ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΣ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ 

against state government policy, equitable state-wide funding, technical feasibility, environmental impact, pre-

construction status, operational issues, remote area access, and benefit to cost ratio (QT, 2008). 

The creation of a marine infrastructure fund was announced in the 2008 State Budget. The fund will be 

sourced from a levy on vessel registrations in 2008-2009. Queensland Treasury estimates that approximately 

$7 million will be raised by the levy in that year. 

MARINAS 

¢ƘŜ aŀǊƛƴŀΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƭƛǎǘǎ мол public marinas throughout Australia 

(http://www.marinas.net.au/directory.php?category=Marinas accessed 10 Nov 08). Queensland has 36 of 

those; or 27.7% of the national total and slightly less than the 28.6% proportion of Australia-wide vessel 

registrations from the state. Table 1 and Figure 18 suggest capacity for investment in the marina sector in 

Queensland, Victoria, Western Australia and South Australia.  

http://www.marinas.net.au/directory.php?category=Marinas
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Table 1: Relationship of marina numbers in Australia 

State Number of 
registered vessels 

in Jun-08 

Average annual 
compound growth 

in registrations 

Marinas5 Mean number of 
registered vessels 

per marina 

Qld 222,927 4.90% 36 6192 

NSW 217,074 2.60% 42 5168 

Vic 167,072 2.80% 22 7594 

WA 88,574 5.10% 13 6813 

SA6 57,404 2.60% 8 7176 

Tas 26,072 4.30% 9 2897 

Totals 779,123 3.60% 130 5993 

 

 

Figure 18: State comparisons of the proportion of recreational vessel registrations compared to the proportion of marinas in 2008. 

INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT 

Given that current trends in recreational vessels continue over the next five years, an additional twenty 

marinas will be required Australia-wide (Table 2). In particular, Queensland, Victoria, Western Australia and 

South Australia appear underserviced, while Tasmania and NSW appear to be over-serviced.  

                                                                 
5
 http://www.marinas.net.au/ accessed 11 Nov 08. 

6
 Linear trend estimate. 
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Table 2: Projected requirements for number of marinas in 2013 by state. 

State No. of 
regΩd 

vessels 
Jun-08 

Average 
compound 
growth p.a. in 
registrations 

Marina 
count

7
 

Average 
regΩd 
vessels per 
marina 

% of 
total 
regƻΩs 

%of total 
marinas 

Additional 
marinas 
required 
by June 
2013 to 
maintain 
the 2008 
ratio as 
status quo 

Adjusted 
forecast 
of marina 
require-
ments by 
2013 
based on 
% of total 
regƻΩǎ 

Qld 222,927 4.90% 36 6,192 28.6% 27.7% 44  43 

NSW 217,074 2.60% 42 5,168 27.9% 32.3% 47  42 

Vic 167,072 2.80% 22 7,594 21.4% 16.9% 25  32 

WA 88,574 5.10% 13 6,813 11.4% 10.0% 16  17 

SA 57,404 2.60% 8 7,176 7.4% 6.2% 9  11 

Tas 26,072 4.30% 9 2,897 3.3% 6.9% 11  5 

Totals 779,123 3.60% 130 5,993 100.0% 100.0% 150  150  

QUEENSLAND SUPER-YACHT STRATEGY 

The Queensland Government has initiated a strategy aimed at developing the super-yacht segment within the 

Queensland industry. The themes of that strategy include: 

1. Marketing ς market Queensland as a premier super-ȅŀŎƘǘ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ 

advantages, branding, existing and future super-yacht capacities and infrastructure; 

2. Capacity and capability ς strengthen the Queensland super-ȅŀŎƘǘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 

to attract new business in areas such as manufacturing, maintenance, refitting and visitation of 

vessels; 

3. Regulatory environment ς collaborate with the super-yacht industry and State and Federal 

government agencies to facilitate improved regulatory outcomes for the industry; 

4. Marine infrastructure ς facilitate the development of world class marine infrastructure. 

The Government estimates that of the total fleet of around 3,800 super-yachts (over 24 meters in length) only 

20% of the fleet are used for charter purposes. Those vessels that are part of the charter fleet are typically 

used for charter operations 12 weeks each year. The key statistics of the super-yacht fleet are: 

Vessel Length Percentage of the Global Fleet 

24m ς 30m 27% 

31m ς 50m 60% 

50m + 13% 

 

  

                                                                 

7
 http://www.marinas.net.au/ accessed 11 Nov 08. 

http://www.marinas.net.au/
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MARINE INDUSTRY CHALLENGES 

Key challenges facing the Queensland and Australian recreational marine industry in November 2008 include: 

 worldwide economic uncertainty causing low levels of consumer confidence and reduced levels of 

demand; 

 withdrawal of financiers from floor plan finance; 

 banks less willing than previously to lend; 

 increased instability of the Australian dollar; 

 unstable equity markets; 

 reducing property values leading to reduced asset support for personal and business loans; 

 infrastructure shortages restricting future growth; 

 Increasing unemployment; 

 reduced levels of consumer disposable income; 

 loss of skilled labour due to economic downturn. 

MARINE INDUSTRY OPPORTUNITIES 

Despite global economic uncertainty, a number of opportunities exist for the industry and for those marine 

businesses with capability and capacity. Those opportunities include: 

 a low Australian dollar leading to increased international competitiveness for Australian exporters; 

 a high US dollar increasing competitiveness of local marine boat and component manufacturers and 

their retailers; 

 industry restructure and consolidation with a focus on increasing efficiency and developing 

technological advantage; 

 reducing interest rates in Australia and overseas with consequential reductions in current interest 

burdens for those with debt; 

 infrastructure development and investment aimed to protect employment and prepare for future 

industry growth; and 

 increasing ǘƘŜ άŘŜǇǘƘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ōȅ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛƴǘƻ 

overseas markets, thereby creating increased diversity within the {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ industry base. 
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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Queensland has the second fastest rate of population growth in Australia and there is a comparatively high 

concentration of household wealth in the central north and north-western corner of the State. On 30
th

 June 

2008, there were 779.1 thousand registered recreational Marine vessels in Australia. Apart from South 

Australia and Tasmania, all states recorded steady growth in the number of vessel registrations each year 

between June 2004 and June 2008. The average rate of annual growth in vessel registrations was 3.6% 

Australia-wide. The average for Queensland has been 4.9%. In September 2008, 61.5% of recreational boat 

ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ with Gold Coast City having the 

most registrations. Ninety-four percent of vessels were eight meters or less in length at that time. 

Key challenges regarding future infrastructure planning include demand outstripping funding for new 

infrastructure projects, infrastructure cost escalations, ageing assets requiring increased levels of maintenance 

and demanding environmental approval processes often requiring extended periods for approvals to 

materialise. The creation of a marine infrastructure fund was announced in the 2008 State Budget. Queensland 

Treasury estimates that approximately $7 million will be raised from the levy in that year. The Government has 

also initiated a strategy aimed at developing the super-yacht segment and there appears to be capacity for 

private investment in the marina sector in Queensland. 

Key challenges facing the Queensland and Australian recreational marine industry include worldwide economic 

uncertainty causing low levels of consumer confidence and reduced levels of demand, withdrawal of financiers 

from floor plan finance, banks being less willing to lend, increased instability of the Australian dollar, unstable 

equity markets, reducing property values leading to reduced asset support for personal and business loans, 

infrastructure shortages restricting future growth, increasing unemployment, reduced levels of consumer 

disposable income and loss of skilled labour due to economic downturn. 

Despite global economic uncertainty though, a number of opportunities exist for the industry and for those 

marine businesses with capability and capacity. Those opportunities include a comparatively low Australian 

dollar leading to increased international competitiveness for Australian exporters, a high US dollar increasing 

competitiveness of local marine boat and component manufacturers and their retailers, industry restructure 

and consolidation with a focus on increasing efficiency and developing technological advantage, reducing 

interest rates in Australia and overseas with consequential reductions in interest burdens for those with debt, 

infrastructure development and investment aimed to protect employment and prepare for future industry 

ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ άŘŜǇǘƘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ōȅ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ 

property into overseas markets. Future research to develop a clear profile of recreational boat owners and 

their boating activities and to profile marine industry businesses throughout Queensland is recommended.  
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USEFUL WEBSITES 

AUSTRALIAN STATE AND TERRITORY MARINE AUTHORITIES 

New South Wales  

NSW Maritime  

http://www.maritime.nsw.gov.au/  

Victoria  

Marine Safety Victoria 

http://www.marinesafety.vic.gov.au/  

Queensland  

Department of Transport 

http://www.transport.qld.gov.au/  

South Australia  

Safety Operations and Registration 

http://www.transport.sa.gov.au  

Western Australia  

Department for Planning and Infrastructure 

http://www.dpi.wa.gov.au/  

Tasmania  

Marine and Safety Tasmania 

http://www.mast.tas.gov.au/  

Northern Territory  

Department of Infrastructure, Panning and Environment 

http://www.ipe.nt.gov.au/  

Access to Australian Government Information and Services  

http://www.australia.gov.au/ 

(Links to Commonwealth, State and Territory government sites)  

Marina Industries Association of Australia  

http://www.marinas.net.au/  

 

Centre for Indep endent Business Research  

http://www.cibresearch.com.au/  

 

  

http://www.maritime.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.marinesafety.vic.gov.au/
http://www.transport.qld.gov.au/
http://www.transport.sa.gov.au/
http://www.dpi.wa.gov.au/
http://www.mast.tas.gov.au/
http://www.ipe.nt.gov.au/
http://www.australia.gov.au/
http://www.marinas.net.au/
http://www.cibresearch.com.au/
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ABOUT THE CENTRE FOR INDEPENDENT BUSINESS RESEARCH 

The Centre for Independent Business Research (CIBR) is a full service business intelligence and market research 

firm. Our research approach and experience is built on the solid foundation of fact-based information and 

ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳ ƛǎ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ōȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ άŘƻŜǊǎέ ŀƴŘ άƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜǊǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

corporate world. We draw upon our experience to help clients gain highly actionable intelligence on their 

clients, competitors and markets.   

Our clients range from government agencies, industry associations, universities, and large corporations to 

small and medium size enterprises and new start businesses. CIBR offers expert knowledge to assist business 

operators in developing pro-active business strategies and plans. These approaches are based on leading edge 

research methodologies supported by highly experienced and successful management and business 

consultants.  

In addition, our social and industry research skills are in demand by local, state and federal government 

agencies to identify key issues affecting the development of rigorous and relevant regional and industry 

economic development plans. 

Our mission is to provide government agencies, industry associations and business operators with an interest 

in business performance at a regional level with low-cost access to reliable, relevant, valid and timely 

information, advice and interventions so that sound strategic decisions can be made that enable economic 

development and business transformation. 

 

www.cibresearch.com.au   

http://www.cibresearch.com.au/
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FUTURE INDUSTRY RESEARCH REQUEST FORM 

The Marine Industry Annual Report will be an annual report.  However, your feedback will assist us to ensure 

that it meets your needs in the future.  We ask that you take a moment to give us your feedback.  Please fax 

your completed form to Don Jones at Marine Queensland.   

 

Fax 
 

 

1. Is the Marine Industry Annual Report presented in a format that makes it easy to use? 

 

2. How could the format be improved to better meet your needs? 

 

3. Does the Marine Industry Annual Report cover issues that will assist you in your business? 

 

4. Which section(s) do you find particularly helpful? 

 

5. Which section(s) do you think need improvement and how? 

 

6. Are there any issues not covered that you think would be useful to have more information about? 

 

7. Overall, how do you rate the Marine Industry Annual Report in terms of content?  
 

 
 

Please use another page for further comments & suggestions 
Thank you for your feedback 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

To: 

 

 

Don Jones 

 

 

Fax: 

 

 

(07) 3390 4962 

From:  Date:  

Re: Marine Industry Annual Report  Pages:  
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NOTES 
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Gateway Office Park, Building 3, 747 Lytton Road, Murarrie Queensland 4172 

PO Box 3305, Tingalpa DC, Queensland 4173 

Ph:3390 4657  Fax: 3390 4962 

www.marineqld.com.au  

 

http://www.marineqld.com.au/

